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Isaiah 28—39

Reflections on Isaiah 37:15-21

















Isaiah 28-35: Human Schemes and God’s Plan

Introduction 




· Chapters 30-31 are central in this section and 31:1 provides “the most pointed and succinct” summary of the literary unit.










Outline
· 28-29 The crisis: foolish leaders and false counsel
· 30-31 False solution: dependence on Egypt
· 32-33 True solution: the reign of the LORD as king in the midst of his people
· 34 The “desert” which will result from trusting the nations
· 35 The “garden” which will result form trusting God



Highlights

1. Radical Grace of God

· 30:8-17 = rebellious people
· 30:18-22 = “therefore” God will be gracious. (cf. Jer 30:16)



· 33:2-6




2. Kingship of Yahweh and His Messiah

· 32:1

· 33:7-24 (vv. 17, 22)






3. Messianic Kingdom 

· Isaiah 35


· Reversal of ch. 34. 







· Notice. Like Isaiah 11, the chapter interchanges between spiritual redemption and creational redemption. 









· Notice. Matt 11:2-5 quotes Isaiah 35:4-5. 












Isaiah 36-39 In whom shall we trust?

Introduction

· Structurally, this passage is the other bookend to Isaiah 7-39, which began with Judah’s (Ahaz’s) lack of trust in God and his trust in Assyria (7-8). Here (36-39) we have the positive counterpart to Ahaz’s lack of trust in God. 




· This section is chronologically out of order. 

· chs. 36-37 refers to the Assyrian invasion of 701
· chs. 38-39 must have happened sometime before 701 (I.e. Isaiah 36-37)









· Why the inversion? 













The Assyrian Invasion of 701 (Isa 36-37) 


Background

· Sennacherib’s Western Campaign













· Sennacherib’s Annuls













Sennacherib’s Invasion of Judah (Isaiah 36-37)





















Hezekiah’s sickness and Merodoch-baladan’s visit (Isaiah 38-39)


· Dating of Isaiah 38-39












· The story
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